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Speculative Fiction 
Contest and the 
Predictive Analytics and 
Futurism Section Award
By Ben Wolzenski

In this year’s Speculative Fiction Contest there were 23 
entries: short stories with a maximum length of 6,000 words. 
In addition to the overall award by the Society of Actuaries, 

the Predictive Analytics and Futurism Section (PAF) awards a 
prize for “the best use of futurism methods.” The entries this 
year made enjoyable reading for eight reader- evaluators: three 
members or friends of the PAF Section and five volunteers who 

made their interest known through the new Society of Actuaries 
volunteer database (thanks, volunteers!).

Eighteen of the 23 stories mentioned actuaries, which was per-
haps less surprising than that five of the 23 did not. Most stories 
were built around subjects familiar to actuaries: fourteen involved 
artificial intelligence, predictive analytics or models generally; a 
dozen more involved insurance. Other subjects used more than 
once were longevity, space travel, time travel and genetics.

Congratulations to the winner of the PAF award, John A. Major, 
ASA, MAAA, for his short story “2064: A Calculated Risk.” 
Thanks, too, to the other 22 authors who submitted entries!

You can access all the entries on the SOA website. Use the search 
tool to look for “12th speculative fiction stories” and then choose 
the “2017” date in the results. At the time this article was written, 
that yielded just the 23 individual entries to the 2017 contest. ■

Ben Wolzenski, FSA, MAAA, is managing member at 
Actuarial Innovations, LLC in St. Louis, Mo. He can 
be reached at bwolzenski@rgare.com.
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