TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETY OF ACTUARIES
1978 REPORTS

IT. MORTALITY BY CAUSE OF DEATH UNDER STANDARD
ORDINARY INSURANCE ISSUES BETWEEN
1972 AND 1977 ANNIVERSARIES

experience from 1965 to 1970 policy anniversaries for issues in

the first fifteen policy years and in the sixteenth and subsequent
policy vears (T'SA, 1971 Reports, p. 22). This report describes the ex-
perience from 1972 to 1977 policy anniversaries and includes data from
the same companies that contribute to the annual Study of Mortality
under Standard Ordinary Insurance Issues. The data covering 1970-72
anniversaries were not available owing to technical problems.

THE last analysis of death rates by cause of death covered the

Experience during the First Fifteen Policy Years of Insurance

Table 1 presents the 1972-77 experience on standard medically
(including paramedically) examined issues in policy vears 1-13 for major
causes of death. The grouping by cause is based on the Committee’s
1970 Code for Cause of Death (TS, 1969 Reports, p. 1). Results are
shown separately for male lives, female lives, and male and female lives
combined. The corresponding results for nonmedical issues are shown in
Table 2.

A comparison of the overall death rates in Tables 1 and 2 to those for
the period between 1965 and 1970 anniversaries shows a general improve-
ment in death rates by cause of death in practically all categories. An
exception is suicides among nonmedical issues, which increased. Another
exception is deaths classified as ‘‘all other causes and unknown,” which
remained relatively unchanged for both medical and nonmedical business.

A comparison by sex shows that at issue ages 30 and over, death rates
from heart and circulatory diseases are generally three to five times
higher for males than for females, for both medical and nonmedical
1ssues. The accidents and homicide death rate for males under both
medical and nonmedical issues continues to be generally about two to
three times higher than that for females. Death rates for malignant
neoplasms do not show any clear, well-defined pattern by age group
between males and females.

Because of its small volume, the nonmedical experience at issue ages
50 and over is subject to relatively large random fluctuations. For
reasons explained in the annual Study of Mortality under Standard
Ordinary Insurance Issues, nonmedical issues for issue-age groups 35-39
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TABLE 1

STANDARD MEDICALLY* EXAMINED ISSUES
DEATH RATES BY CAUSE OF DEATH
BETWEEN 1972 AND 1977 ANNIVERSARIES
PoLICY YEARS 1-15 COMBINED

(Death Rates per $100,000)

Catvse oF Deatn
Dis- 1 X 1 ‘
Tube Cere- | fa%s ( P éﬁcc:- | OA}P
uber- . . of the neu- ents ther
I"g;flc;‘ All | culosis hﬁ:zf' b]z‘(i-s V:;z‘)l}- Heart | monia | and | g . | w,  |Causes
* Causes | (All ¢ and and | Homi-| > and
Neo- | Mel- lar I ¥ cide | Deaths| 7+
Com- | Forms)| hit Di Circu- | Influ- | cide 197 (99) CUn-
bined | (01, ,’;gf;n; ,'395} 5=\ latory | enza | (88-91) 77 known
02)t T | CRSTS | Systeml(36, 371 9396, (Re-
. 2P de-52, I gy | sid-
I ‘ 54, 55) ; ual)
1 i
Male and Female Lives Combined
1 | |
Age 0 at i . |
issue ! ! | | : i
1-5 135 4 0o 31 i} 0 4] 3 8( 6.0 4201 00: 00 8.2
613 2861 00 Zli 00 (U 37 03 10 5 0.0 00 B8
1-13 726 00 2.5 0.0! 03 37 02 24 0 00! 41.9
Ages 1-9 at :
issue:
1-5. .. 32 6 00 01 00 00 00 00 74 00 00 25 1
6~15. ... . 71 8 00 59 00 0.3 30 03 43 3 47 00 12 3
1-15 ... 55.8 0.0 335 0.0 0.1 2.9 0.2 28.7 2.8 0.0 17.6
Ages 10~29 at
issue:
1-§ . 73 4 00 88 02 10 51 02 43 3 62 1 8. 8
6-15 . 108 2 00 19 6 01 24 17 4 14 347 11.7 0.2 177
1-15 87.3 0.0 13.6 0.1 1.6 10 .4 0.7 396 8.6 2 12.8
Ages 30-39 at|
1s5u¢:
=5 ... 90 5 01 13 6 1 33 16 7 07 36 4 6.4 0.1 131
6-15. ... .. 257 7 02 61 5 06 8 4 88 7 30 37 5 16 1 00 41 7
1-15 163 .8 0.1 34.6 3 5.6 483 1.7 36.9 10.6 0.1 256
Ages 4049 at
issue:
-5 .. .. 213 4 0.1 510 01 60| 683 1.4 43 8 10 3 01 32.3
6~15......1 3759 01]1752 13 18 0} 220 3 81 44 0 191 0.0 80 8
=15 ... 380.3 0.1]108.2 0.7 11 51 1381 ] 43.9 14.4 0.1 58.8
Ages 50 and
over at
issue
-5 ... 4371 0111419 08 16 8 | 140 6 40 58 7 10 0 00 64 .2
6-15. . ... 1,368 6 0 4] 4287 1.7 72 45309 21 6 48 2 20 3 011241.3
1-15 . ... 818.1 0.21 2593 2.4 39.5|300.3 11.2 §4.4 14.2 00]136.6
All ages at
tssue
1-5 ... 159 4 0.1 373 02 5.1 421 121 422 7.8 01 23 3
6-15......; 4264 01}1217 1.1 16 21550 59 39 8 163 0.1 70 2
1-15..... 277 4 0.1 74.6 0.6 10.0 91.9 33 41.2 11.6 0.1 44.0

* Including Paramedically Examined Issues.
t Numbers in parentheses under cause of death refer to Committee’s 1970 Code.



TABLE 1—Continued

Cavuse oF Deatr

Dis- Acci All
Cere. | €as€s Acci- Other
poes |y [T | ate | pia- | re | of e | Poew | dent Cs
YEARS nant | betes | vascu- a ma | anc | gy | War | and
Causes | (Al N, Mel 1 and and ] Homi- id Deathsl Un
Com- | Forms) i €o- W el- AC | Circu- | Influ- | cide cide g% i -
bined | (01, |P gs‘;; itus | Dis- latory | enza |(88-91, ©7) | ¢ ) (n}gv.n
02)1 a Nan e(%s:‘e)s Systemi(56, 57)} 93-96, side-
(49-52, 98) ual
54, 55)
Male Lives
Age 0 at
issue:
1-5 ... 157 .4 00 00 0 00 1.8 00 300 0.0 00] 1256
6~-15. 310 00 2.1 00 03 53 0.0 125 00 a0 10.3
1-15 83.8 0.0 1.2 .0 0.4 3.8 0.0 19.9 0.0 0.0 58.5
Ages 1-9 at
issue:
1-5. 41.7 0o 00 00 00 0.0 00 100 0.0 o0 317
6-15. 921 00 7.5 00 03 6.9 05 53 8 6.3 00 16.8
1-15. . 72.1 0.0 4.5 0.0 0.2 4.2 0.3 36.4 3.8 G.0 22.7
Ages 10-29 at!
issue:
-5 ... 50 00 94 0.2 1.0 3 0.2 450 5.4 01 8.4
6-15. . 106 0 00 20 0 01 2.2 17 9 14 353 135 03 17.3
1-15.. ... 88.7 0.0 14.1 0.1 1.5 10.9 0.7 20.8 | 8.1 0.2 ‘ 12.3
Ages 30-39 at 1 “ :
issue: { ]
1-5. .. 929 01 13 4 00 3 4 177 07 375 66 0.1 13.4
6-15. . 2060 2 02 50 2 06 80) 9238 291 385 16 4 00 41.6
1-15 .. 167 .2 0.1 337 0.3 5.3 51.0 1.7 38.0 10.9 0.1 25.9
Ages 40~49 at| ]
issue: !
1-5 ... 222 8 2 510 2 60 737 3] 472 108: 01 32.3
6-15. 600 6 0111738 1.4 17 71240 0 84 473 20 8 00 91 4
1-15.. ... 397 .6 .1 107.8 7 1.4 150.7 4.61 47.3 15.3 0.1 59.6
Ages 50 and i
over at J
issue: "
-5 ... .. 469 9 11148 1 0.8 16 S 1158 ¢ 42 654 10 6 (V] 66.2
6-15... 1,458 9 04448 7 47 74 5] 5823 230 3507 230! 01,2515
1-15. . 875.5 0.2]271.4 2.4 40.3 7 332.0 1.9} 59.4 15.7 0] 142.2
All ages at
issue:
1-5 163 6 1 36 8 02 50 44 7 1.1 447 78 0.1 231
6-15. ... 432 1 0.1} 1186 11 15 6| 162.6 60, 415, 170 a.1 69 S
1-15.. ... 283.4 .1 73.3 0.6 9.7 97.3 3.3 I 43.3{ 11.9 0.1 43.8
Female Lives
]
Age O at \
issue: i
-5 ... 89 8 0.0 93 00 0.0 7.8 00 66.5 00 0.0 6.2
6-15.. .. 12 6 00 23 00 00 00 10 51 00 00 4.2
1-15 . . 47.7 0.0 535 0.0 0.0 3.5 0.6 33.0 0.0 0.0 5.1
Ages 1-9 at
issue:
1-5. .. 14 35 00 03 00 00 00 00 2.1 0.0 00 12.1
6-15 . 239 00 21 0.0 0.1 0.4 00 18 7 07 0.0 1.9
1-15. .. 19.8 0.0 1.3 6.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 11.5 0.4 0.0 6.3
Ages 10-29 at|
issue:
1-5 .. .. 550 00 2 4 00 16 22 04 23.3 16 2 00 8.9
6-15. ... 92 4 00 14 8 00 51 8.6 04 24 2 16 0 00 23.3
1-15 . 68.8 0.0 6.9 0.0 2.9 4.6 0.4 23.7 16.1 0.0 14.2
Ages 30-39 at
issue. .
1-5 . 64 8 01 16 1 2 22 58 135 25 3 4.1 0 9.8
6-15. 219 6 00)] 97 4 02 14.3 28 2 3 4 207 11.3 00 44 .1
1-15 ... 120.7 0.0 45.4 2 6.6 13.7 2.2 23.7 6.7 .0 22.2
Ages 4049 at|
issue:
1-5 ... .. 142 4 00 511 00 5041 259 1.8 180 6.8 0 32.9
6~15.. 375 3 01)18 0 06 206 60 5 57 16 9 7.7 00 7.2
1-15 ... 2455 0.0 110.8 6.3 12.4 41.2 3.6 17.5 7.2 0. 52.5
Ages 50 and
over at
issue:
1-5 ... 263 9 0.0) 1101 0.7 18 0 49 1 30 23 0 6.3 00 53.7
6-15 8771 0213195 48 61 22519 13 9 34.0 59 00) 1857
1-15.. ... | 510.8 0.1 1946 2.3 35.4 [ 130.7 7.4 27.4 6.1 0.0 106.8
All ages at
issue:
1-5 . 121 9 00 41 0 02 60 18 9 1.7 221 7.3 00 24.7
6-15 ., 367 2 0111536 11) 230) 758 56) 220 93 00} 76.7
1-15 .. 12206 0.0 86.4 0.6 12 .8 41.8 3.2 22.0 8.1 00 45.7
i

t Numbers in parentheses under cause of death refer to Committee’s 1970 Code.



TABLE 2

STANDARD NONMEDICAL ISSUES
DEATH RATES BY CAUSE OF DEATH
BETWEEN 1972 AND 1977 ANNIVERSARIES
POLICY YEARS 1-15 COMBINED

(Death Rates per $100,000)

Poriey

Cause oF DEATH

L All
Yrars Causes
Com-
bined
Age 0 at i
issue ;
15 L8
613 323
1-15 2008
:\gas' 1-9 at |
issue:
1-5 i 27 9
6-13 X
1-15 . 38.3
Ages 10-29 at]
issue:
5 . [ s
] . \ 101.7
1- 812
Ages 30-39 at
issue:
1-3 100 0
615 254 4
1-15 1707
Ages 40-19 at
issue:
1-5 211 4
6-15 503 3
1-15 324.6
Ages 50 and
over at
issue:
1-5 363 0
6-15 1,314
1~15 540 0
All ages at
1s5ue:
1-5 56
6-35 128 §
1-15 98 .1

Forms)

oo o0 =Rl

coo

oo

culosis

Dis- ’
. All
eases Acci- y
| Taber- "y e 5io b D (;‘:)e' of the | Pneu- | dents | (ch:r
i An:n;.i hclli.e v Js~;1 Heart | monia | _and \ Sut War 'ar‘:{fs
(Al | RanL | betes |VASCU-] and | oand | Tomi-| 2 a
! Neo- | Mel lar ot . cide | Deaths, Un.
Jhoms | litas | Dis. | Circu- Influ- | cide 07 90} Iknow
Lo, “1;:“’ }9; > |latory | enza | BE-91, L (nR n
| o2k I8 eases | qcidmi (56, 37| 03-0A, | e
| ‘ 3 1 4952 08y | N
! ! 134, 5831 f ; ual)
‘ 1 1 ! |
Male and Female Lives Combined
S — S — R S
J ! : i i [ i
o' f0. 02, woul o osal T { ool poi 331
t 6 2 [{IN 03 U i [ (4 0 ¢ &7
00 SE [ U T B S R E R t z{ 0.0, 223
| . i i
R J |
0: 30 00 | 05 17 07 14T 0t 0 7.2
of 46 ool 08, 25| 03 } 2900 40| 00 11.0
o| 37| 0ol o5 { 2l eS| e (7 00y &
1 s3; 0t { 11 ] 341 06 450 44 02| 113
o 152] 03] 25 13 3‘ 12] 389 102 1 02| 189
0, 93, 02! t7l 7ol o9l 423" 68| 02] 145
. R .
1| 162 02 391 183 14| 344 51 00! 204
1] 576! i3] 87| 89| 38 ‘ stz 17] o1 300
11 33 1‘ 0.7 6.1 40 7; 25] 343 8.1 01 34.0
O] 58] 07 B2) 383, 29| 288 73, 02| 488
111323 18] 1611 el gol 2040 193] 00]103.4
1] 89 4 i (2] 10 4]1085] 39| 200{ 100 01| 70.0
" J
i
134 00| 300] 990 06} 2109, 1361 00] 537
ol3720| ool4650(307 1! 255] 64 38| 001307
0{178 7] 0011193{1379, 52| 190] 11.8] 0.0 681
o] 7&| 01 l 170 65 09| 405( 42| 02| 13.7
1] 233 o04] 330 281 17 366 98] 02] 246
1l 144 03] 25) 157 1.3] 388 66| 02] 182

* Numbers in parentheses

under cause of death refer to Committee’s 1970 Code.



TABLE 2—Continued

Cavse ov Deatn
Dis- Acci All
Cere. | €338 cci- Other
Tuber- : . of the | Pneu- ;| dents
I;(%L’:Ef All culosis Malig- | Dia- vbro— Heart | monia = and Sui War C:.:ges
’ Causes | (AN | Dant | betes fvascu-| g and | Homi- | 4~
auses Neo- | Mel- lar 4 i cide |Deaths| Un-
Com- | Forms)] lit Di Circu- | Influ- ! cide 197) (99) known
bined 01, /I;é*f;‘;?; (13;’5 15~ | Jatory | enza | (88-91, (Re-
o2k |18 VLS |System (56, 57)| 93-96, wid.
(49-52, ual)
54, 55)
Male Lives
Age 0 at
issue:
1-5....... 70.4 00 5.8 0.3 08 52 5.5 18 2 00 0 31.6
6-15.. .. .. 36 4 0.1 6.4 01 04 2.9 1.4 14 7 07 0.0 9.7
1-15 31.6 0.0 6.1 0.2 0.6 4.1 3.6 16.6 0.3 0. 231
Ages 1-9 at
issue:
-5 . 30 9 0 34 00 05 1.9 035 17 5 00 00 7.1
—15 04 4 00 55 00 10 25 03 377 53 00 12.1
1-15 ., . 45 7 0 4.3 00 0.7 2.2 04 26 4 2. 0.0 9.3
Ages 10-29 at
issue:
-5 ... 81.6 00 59 01 1.1 35 0.6 530 49 03 12.2
6-135. 107 9 00 15 3 03 24 153 12 42 7 10 9 03 19.3
1-13 Po93.3 0.0 10.1 0.2 1.7 88 0.9 48 4 7.6 0.3 15.3
Ages 30-39 at,
issue:
1-5 {1115 00 15 2 02 38 216 13, 424 6.1 01 20 8
6-15. . 4269 6 0.1 533 14 & 71101 8 38\ 38 4 12 4 01 49.6
1-15 ... 188.3 0.1 337 0.8 6.2 60 5 2.3 404 92 0.1 348
Ages 40-49 at| ’
issue: |
1-5 258 3 00 57 % 13 71 89 4 34 395 70 (U] 531
6-15. 604.8 0 1] 1422 25 18 0| 263 8 9 5 37 6 170 001141
1-15 . 4076 0.0 94.0 1.8 11.8 { 164 6 6.0 38.7 11.3¢ 0.0 79 4
Ages 50 and
over at
issue:
1-5 . 1 4011 00140 5 0.0 49 7 1113 8 7 211 133 00 62 0
6-15..... 1,460 2 003153 00| 3581.313640 il o 80 4.8 00| 154.9
1-15. . . | 598 0 0.0)173.0 0.0 148 6 | 160.3 5 18.6 11.7 0.0 9.3
All ages at ,
issue: i
1-5 .. 85 4 0 78 02 16 71 09 48 7 4.7 02 14.2
6-15. . 136 1 01 222 05 37 31 4 1.7 40 9 10 7 02 24 7
1-15.. 108.2 0.0 14.3 0.3 2.5 18.1 1.2 43.3 74 0.2 189
1
Female Lives
Age 0 at
issue:
1-5 . %1 00 38 0.0 04 53 54 13 0 00: 0.0 31.2
615 25310 0.0 58 o1t 06 24 13 82 00 [11] 6.9
1-1§ .. 44 8 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.3 4.1 3.7 11.0 0.0 0.0 20.9
Ages 1-9 at
issue:
1-5. ... 23 4 0 2 4 00 04 1.3 10 10.8 01 00 7.4
6-15. . ... 29 1 00 27 00 0 4 24 04 13 4 12 0.0 86
1-15 . ... 25.5 0 2.5 0.0 0.4 1.7 0.7 11.9 0.5 00 7.8
Ages 10-29 at;
issue
1-5 ... 37.6 01 4.2 0.1 1.3 29 0.4 17 8 27 0 81
6-15. ... 63§ 00 14 4 03 2.7 68 16 15 2 56 00 16 .9
1-15. ... .. 45.6 0.1 74 0.1 1.7 4.1 0.8 16.9 3.6 0. 10.9
Ages 30-39 at
issue:
1-5. .. 72 0 0.1 18 4 00 44 10 1 1.5 15 2 27 00 19 6
6~15... ... 195 3 0.1 745 08 90 28 2 38 17 8 92 00 519
1-15..... 118.0 0.1 39.3 0.3 6.1 16.9 2.4 16.2 51 0. 31.6
Ages 4049 at
issue:
=5 ... 161 .2 0 542 01 935 255 2 4 17.3 7.6 04 44 2
6-15. . 339.2 021142 4 08 13 8 64 .6 54 1651 9.9 00 86 Q
1-15 ... 220.6 1 83.6 0.3 10.9 38.5 3.4 16.9 8.4 0.3 58 2
Ages 50 and
over at
issue:
1-5. .| 2075 00(1090 0.0 00| 387 00| 250| 149 0.0 199
6-15.. .| 7164 0016032 (U] 00 97 00 [IN¢] 00 Q.0 335
1-15 . | 303.9 002023 0.0 0.0 46.5 0.0 20.3 12.1 0.0 225
All ages at
issue:
-5 ... 46 9 0.1 80 01 1.9 4.8 1.0 16 3 25 Q0 12.2
6-15 ... 92 1 0.0 28 7 03 39 121 20 150 56 00 245
1-15. .. 62.0 0.1 149 0.2 2.6 7.2 1.3 135 3.5 Q.0 16.7

* Numbers in parentheses under cause of death refer to Committee’s 1970 Code,



TABLE 3

STANDARD ISSUES DURING SIXTEENTH AND SUBSEQUENT POLICY YEARS

CAUSE OF DEATH EXPERIENCE BY AMOUNTS
BETWEEN 1972 AND 1977 ANNIVERSARIES

CAUSE oF DEATH
Dis-
. All
Cere- | 2858 | ppey | Acci- Other
AT,‘ Tuber- Malig- | Dia- | bro- of the monia dents Causes
TAINED All culosis i Heart and ,
AGEs Causes (All nant | betes | vascu- and and Homi- Sui- | War and
‘ Com- | Forms)| ~veo- | Mel- lar Circy- | Influ-} 200" | cide |Deaths| Un-
bined (01 plasms | litus Dis- latory | €022 | (g0 97) (99} | known
02~,,’.. (18-331; (37) eases | ¢ o (86, 03-06 ' (Re.
/ ! 53 e | s o) | sid-
| ‘ ! 54, 55) ’ ual)
! ! .
| ;
Male and Femate Lives Combined (Including Data Not Subdivided by Sex)
Death Rates per $100,000
= : S ‘ S :
15-24 | a2 |y 0 LRI 20 W e Swiiie o) 02 g
25-39 124 0 00 24 R0 Do 66 15 6 ‘ 30| 163 [ 01 19 4
40-49 i i14 4 01 68 U 1.7 111 124.3 1.2 [ 331 ‘ 134 01 $8.4
50-39 TOR O 02 ' w8 o 53 807 3365 112 3005211 00 135 4
60-69 1.998 8 07 | 916, 109 105 91 9459, 35 ¢ 48 30210 00 386
70-79. +,.856.8 13 Q82 91 47 1 4557 2,279.7 {‘ 144,61 75 3 ! 237 ¢ 00 8446 3
80 and ! . | !
over 10,798 3 1,487 31951 (1.373 55,1617 1612 8] 180 9 ( 27.9 0o ‘1,853 7
All ages! 1,412 3 B ﬂ{ 06 7 ( 6513 490/ 45 4‘ THIRE ( 216
1 |
Male Lives --Percentage Distribution by Amount of Claims
15-24 100 U"}i 0 0% 8 770 4",'| 1 3’7}1 1119 2 0% 49 37110 0%7) © 2'"}‘ 16 5%
25-39 100 0 1 00 190 3 0.7 ‘ 33 { 382 1 209 13 0 5.1 01 154
40-49 . 100 0 00 200 4 06 33 408 | 13 10 7 42 00 @ 187
50-59.. . 100 0 [1 1] 23 6 o7 37 46 .0 1.4 L3 26 g0 ¢ 171
60-69 100 0 00 23 8 0.9 52 481 1.7 2.4 10 00 16.9
70-79 . 100 0 0.0 20.2 1.0 9.0 47.3 2.9 1.5 0.5 0.0 17.6
80 and
over; 100 .0 0.1 14.3 09 12 4 47 .6 56 1.7 0.3 00 17.1
All ages| 100 ()"Ql 0.0%; 2085 0.9%, 7‘2":] 46 5% 2.7%| 3.3%{1.3% 0.0%| 17.3%
Female Lives—Percentage Distribution by Amount of Claims
15-24. ] 100 09| 0.0%| 12.59%| 0 3% 2 6% 8.50] 319 42.0%] 7.29%| 0.0%] 23.89%
25-39. 100 0 00 28 3 09 606 27.2 33 10 .4 4.7 00 18 6
40-49 . 100 0O 0.1 39 4 07 6.1 16 4 1.5 76 3.8 00 24 4
50-59. .| 1000 0.1 417 07 54 221 1.7 3.6 2.2 0.0 22.5
60-69 100 0 a1 353 11 6.3 32 8 2.0 25 0.6 00 19.3
70-79...| 100.0 0.0 20.8 1.3 124 42.3 2.6 1.9 0.1 0.0 18.6
80 and
over| 100 0 00 10.9 1.0 15.2 495 5.1 1.7 01 0.0 16.5
All ages) 100 09| 0.0%) 26 .69 1.0% 9.9%1 36.4%] 2.8%| 3.1% 0.9 0.0% 19.3%

* Numbers in parentheses under cause of death refer to Committee’s 1970 Code.
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MORTALITY BY CAUSE OF DEATH 75

and over have a lower average age at issue than corresponding medical
issues. Because of the increases in nonmedical limits over the years, it
also appears likely that nonmedical issues have a lower average duration
than medical issues. Comparisons of the death rates of medical and non-
medical experience therefore may not be meaningful.

Experience during the Sixteenth and Subsequent Policy Years

Table 3 presents the 1972-77 experience on standard issues (medical
and nonmedical combined) during the sixteenth and subsequent policy
years for major causes of death. Death rates are shown for male and
female lives combined (including data reported without subdivision by
sex). The results for male and female lives separately are shown as
percentage distributions of the actual claims.

A comparison with the corresponding ultimate experience for the
five-year period between 1965 and 1970 anniversaries shows reductions
in death rates for attained ages 40 and over for all categories except
malignant neoplasms, which exhibit a slight increase at ages 70-79, and
“all other causes and unknown,” which shows slight to moderate in-
creases for ages 60 and over. Any increases in death rates for attained
ages under 40 were quite small except for “diseases of the heart and
circulatory system.” Even in this category, the increases were more than
offset by the decrease for “war deaths” in the age group 15-24 and the
decreases for “accidents and homicides” and “all other causes and un-
known” for the age group 25-39.

The percentage distribution of deaths indicates that a higher propor-
tion of males than females died of diseases of the heart and circulatory
system, while a higher proportion of females than males died of malig-
nant neoplasms and cerebrovascular diseases. At attained ages 39 and
below, accidents and homicides accounted for a higher proportion of
male than female deaths.






