Instructions for 2011-14 Contributions

To The Intercompany Group Annuity

Mortality Study


1.
This study will look at retired and active individuals who are covered under pension plans.  If possible, exclude those who have retired as a result of disability.  Also, exclude accumulation annuities for active lives.  The data are limited to contracts issued in the United States and Canada. Included are all annuities where a benefit, once commenced, is to continue for the future lifetime of the annuitant.  This includes annuities that are life only, life with a certain period, temporary life annuities and cash refund annuities.  In cases of joint and survivor annuities, mortality will be tracked separately for the primary annuitant, the beneficiary, and a contingent annuitant not yet receiving payments, as well as for various continuation %‑age bands.  Contributors who do not have this detail are encouraged to provide whatever is available and code it accordingly.

Coding instructions provide for separate identification of actives versus retired lives.  This facilitates including each group in the same file if desired.  However, if it is more convenient to send separate files for actives from the retireds, please do so, and use the same coding instructions so that it will be clear which are actives and which are retireds.

2. Contributing companies will need to submit a detail file to MIB. Attachment I shows the record layout for the detail file.  Attachment II provides more in‑depth instructions for several data elements, which have generated questions in the past or require more explanation.
3. MIB expects each file to contain one company and one year of exposure creating separate files for each year.  We also need to be able to map the data. If the data is not in the standard format, we need a guide to map your data. We will accept either column headings or a statement describing what each column represents in your file.

MIB can accept the following file formats, which must use the ASCII character set:

· Text (.txt) – comma, column, pipe or tab delimited, must be fixed length records

· Comma Separated Values - (.csv) all records must have the same number of fields

· Access (MDB) - must have  proper column headings
4. MIB’s preferred method of file delivery is the use of its Secure File Transfer Facility.  Please contact Jessica O’Neil, joneil@mib.com, for the link if you choose this method.  MIB will work with the following delivery methods and media:

MIB Secure File Transfer

Secure web-based method using a link sent to you by email.

Your Company’s FTP site

Please send instructions for using your site.

CD




For security of your data, MIB recommends that the file on the CD be password-protected with the password mailed separately from the CD.
File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

MIB does not have an FTP site so provide the address of your company’s secure Internet website and an account ID and password that MIB can use for access.

5. Annual contributions to the study shall consist of the most recent year's experience plus any new files for previously reported experience.  These contributions should be sent to the study compiler (MIB) by November 30, 2015.  Your contribution should be sent to:

Ms. Jessica O’Neil

MIB

50 Braintree Hill Park, Ste. 400
Braintree, MA 02184-8734

Phone: (781) 751-6368
joneil@mib.com
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