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Communicat ing Educational Topics and 
Research Results on the Internet 

David P.M. Scollnik 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Mathemat ics  and Statistics 

My Presenta t ion  may  be accessed on the In te rne t  or  the 
Wor ld  Wide Web at either one of these two URLs : 

h t tp : / /ba lducci .math .uca lgary .ca /arc / ta lk .h tmi  

h t tp : / /u ts ta t . to ronto .edu/ -davids /arc / ta ik .h tml  

This offer  is expected to remain  good until at  least the 
S u m m e r  of 1996. A few sample pages fol low. 



Communicating Educational Topics and 
Research Results on the Internet 

Two main  points  : 

1. A great  deal of useful informat ion  a l ready resides on the 
Internet .  

2. Actuar ia l  researchers  / educators  should make  a point  of 
add ing  to it. 



Actuarial  Resources on the Internet 
and the World Wide Web 

Actuarial  P rograms  in Academia 

Actuaries on the Web 

American Risk and Insurance Association 

An Imaginary  W W W  Home Page for the SoA 

Balducci 's  Actuarial  Home Page 

• Balducci ' s  A c t u a r i a l ,  R i sk ,  and Insurance  Page l , inks  
• Balducci ' s  Actuar ia l  P rep r in t  Service 
• Balducci ' s  I n su rance  Car toons  
• Balducci ' s  List oI' In teres t ing  Links 

Canadian  Institute of Actuaries 

Southern Life 's Home Page 

• South Afr ican  Actuar ia l  Site Home Page 
• R & D Actuar ia l  l n t e rne t  Resource las t  - An Extremely Nice las t  ! 



Relevance of the W W W  to Actuarial  
Researchers 

The W W W  facil itates c o m m u n i c a t i o n  between actuarial  
researchers .  

Electronic  mail  and  mai l ing lists 
o Canad ian  Inst i tute  of Actuar ies  - Services 
o A C T S C I - L  ( C . M .  Ramsay  ) 
o RISKNet  ( archive  ) or  R I S K W e b  

Actuar ia l  W o r l d  Wide  Web home pages 
o Actuar ies  on the W W W  
o Actuar ia l  p r o g r a m s  on the W W W  

M a n y  useful  databases  and services are avai lable  on the W W W .  

Actuar ia l  Data S e r v e r ,  Ac tuar ia l  School ,  Laval  Universi ty 
o Demograph ic  and  Economic Data  

C a n a d i a n  Inst i tu te  of Actuar ies  - FTP  Site 
Demography  Data  
Insurance  Canada  

o Insurance  Spots of Interes t  
Insurance  News Network  (INN) 

o Auto  Model  Theft  Losses 
o INN Life Insurance  and Pension Glossary  

R & D Actuar ia l  In te rne t  Resource List  - An Ext remely  Nice List ! 
Stock M a r k e t  In format ion  and Statist ics 

o Money & Invest ing Update  ( The Wall  Street  Jou rna l  ) 
o Secur i ty  APL Inc. 

• Secur i ty  APL Quote Server  
• Today ' s  NASDAQ Composi te  Index 



Baiducci's  Actuarial Preprint Service : 

Actu;.trial researcher ' ,  arout/d tile ",,Volld arc ctlcoLlI'aged It> lllake their  research alld ',.vorkill~ papers 
ava i lab le  on the W o r m  V','idc Web. 'I'ov, al-ds this end, if  ytKl would  like m ha ;e  a link to one of  your  
research papers  includcct m the l is t ing bclm,\ r, or i l  you v+'ould prelcr  Ih;tl :.Ill clectrot; ic cc, pF of your  
papcr  bc anchivcd +.tincurly cm BaMucci ( ur hc, th }, please c-rnail Bah tucc i ' s  local admitlistratt+r at 
davh l .~ (ab . l d . c+ ima th . t l c++learv . c+ t  and st..tic vottr prclerencc.  Be sure to include your  paper".; I IRI. and 
VOtlI Ot, Vll C Illail address  ! 

Note : Sot'no t+t the papers listed helov,: ;.ii'c a,,,:ulahlc lrcqtl more than one '-,itc. In lhese c,.iscs, nelcct tile 

site t romv ,  hich xou ,,~ i,,h to tccei\ ,c the paper. General ly .  the tlearcr tile site, Ihe Iastct tile file transler.  

C u r r e n t  l a s t i n g  ( R e v i s e d  A u g u s t  4 ,  1995  I 

• Ambagaspitiya. R S . / l q q q  >. Manipulating l ,agrangian Distributions and Associated Compound 
I)istributions with Maple. A',ailahlc as D\i. 

• ('~m-n~, A.J.G. I I q95 i. The  P r e s e n t  Va lue  of  a Series of  C a s h  Iqows:  Cnnvergence in a Random 
l , : nv i ronmen t .  1+o Appear  in A/#I ' /A r Be / /o l in .  ,,\~, aitablc a>, Pt~'qsuript l rom l le r io t -Wat t  (Kdmhurgh l  or 
Balducci  t ( ' ; t lgary } 

• Cairns,  A J G .  (1995 ~. P e n s i o n  F u n d i n g  in a Stochastic Envirnnment: The Role of Ohjectives in 
Selecting an  Asse t  A l l o c a t i o n  S t r a t e g y .  Proceedings  of the 5th AFIR International  S~mpoxium, 
t+rtv+.'<ls. A'+ ai lablc ;ts lMstscript Ir,:m+ tteri<;I Watt (Edinhurghj  or I~al+.ltu..'ci ( ( ' t t l ~ i t ' + V )  . 

• ('uirns, A.J+(;. t lgtt5 ~ Uncertainty in the Modelling Process. Proceedings ~+t the 251h Internat ional 
Congress o f  Aduar ic '<  BrtLs',cls. Avaihthlc as Pt>,tsL'ript f rom ] |er io l -Wat t  IEdinhurgh) or ]:htMucci 
[ Ca lga ry  ~ , 

• Cairns, A.,I.(L. aim Parker. ( ;  ~199~ I. Nlochas l i c  P e n s i o n  F u n d  Mode l l i ng ,  .";uhmhted h>r 
Pulqicat i , ,m ,,\\ritihd-,Ic as lh-,stsct-ipt hc,m l leric, t Watt ( [ idinhurgh I or Baldu,+:ci i ( 'alg;.uy) . 

• Cairn,,..-\.J.(; I l t)041 An Intr(tducti<m to S I . c h a s t i e  Pens ion  Fund Modelling. Paper Ior the 
V;IRCOLI\rCI II+ttcrcsI RtItc Risk ~+\'t+ik++It~l+ A',+aihd-,k: m, lhv, tscript lrc, m [lelit+l \Vatt ( l :dmbnrgh)  L)I" 
l~,aldttcCi (( ' t t lgt l ry) . 

• Jones. B.I,, !1995 ~ Actuarial Calculations using a Markov Model. Available as Postscript 

• Schmidl i .  I1. l l b(~61 i ,undberg Inequa l i t ies  f o r  a Cox Mode l  with a Piecewise ( 'onslant  In tens i ty .  

"I',.~ ..Mpcar in I qO(-, m the . I .mnal ,,l'/qv,licJ lb'.l~.lfili~v..,\~ ail',tNe as Po,.Iscripq lrtm~ I lc r io t -Wal l  
{ Edmt~urgh! or Balducci  i Ca lgary  

• Sco lh l& .  D P . M .  ( I t)~41. The  Bayesian Analys is  o f  Genera l i zed  P. isson M,~)dels f o r  ( 'h ,  im 
l:requenc~ I )a ta  l l i l i . s ing  M a r k o v  Cha in  Mnn te  ( ' a r l o  Methods . / . ,  ','er~.i(m cd Ih> paper ~.'.;t., 
presented at tile 2qfl~ ,,\utuarial I,~c,~c..~rch C,:,nfcrencc. Avai lable as IM~tncrq~t, 



An Imaginary 
World Wide Web ( W W W  ) Home Page 

for The Society of Actuaries (SoA) 

The work of science is to substitute facts for 
appearances and demonstrations for impressions. 

- Ruskin 

@ W e l c o m e  to an imaginary World Wide Web ( W W W  ) home page for Ttle Society o/Actuaries. 

Tile purpose of this imaginary home pagc is to illustrate how the SoA might go about creating a 
presence on the lmernet, in order to serve information to the world wide community of actuarial 
practitioners and students. 

Three organizations of interest to actuarial researchers already have very nice W W W  home pages set up, 
and these are certainly worth examining as well: The American Risk and Insurance Associat ion,  
Canadian hastitutc of Actuaries,  American Statistical Association, 

What is an Actuary ? 

• The Actuarial Profession ( by Gordon Challes,  except fl)r The Academic Actuary ) 
O The Academic Actuary 
O The Consulting Actuary 
O The Government Actuary 
0 The l.fie Insurance Company Actuary 



0 Thc Propcrt,, and ( ' a s u a h y  Acluar} 
• Acluar ia /  FAQ ( I'rom the Canadian  lnsliltztc of  Actuar ies  
• lnf~u-un:ltion on Actuarial  Science t In-ore N(~rthern Michigan 17nivcrsity ) 
• Informat ion on Actuarial  Science ( Irom PuFduc l ' n ivc r s i ty  ) 
• Informat ion on Actuarial  Science I l rom York Univcrsit.v ) 

What is the Society of Actuaries ? 

• Miss ion  .~lalClncnl nntl General  Object ives  

What about other actuarial societies ? 

• The ( 'anad ian  Inst i lu lc ,,~1 Acluar ics  
• The (~asuahy Actuar ia l  Socict,, 
• The Inst i iulc  J,~l Aclttarics of Austral ia  

l tow do 1 hecome an Actuary ? 

• F, xa inmat ion  Sys tem o f  thc Society of Actual-its 
• Univers i t ies  offering Actuaria] Studies 

Services provided by the SoA on the W W W  might include : 

• Access  to chc .\,lcmt'~ership Directory ( e.g. ( ' IA  or ASA I 
• Access  to Acluar ia l  ( c.g. Morlal i ty  ) Databases  ( e .g . I . ava l  ) 
• An Archivc  or Indcx of Acltnanial Rcscarch Reports ( e.g. l ]akhtcci  ) 
• Acccsx I~ SoA Publicat ions.  

O Record of lhc SoA 
• Volume 20 Number  1 

0 Transac t ions  of  the SoA 
• \ : o lumc  XLIV 

• ( ' on lczcncc  Ann(mnccmcnts  and Pn~grams ( c.g. ARIA or ASA ) 
• A Resume Matching Service fin Actuarial  Students  and Employers  ( e.g. ARIA } 

Other risk and insurance organizations or related services. 

• The AIlleIk'I.HI Risk :.llld hl~,tlldllCC .,\Ssocialioul 
O The Jotnn-na[ o l  Risk ~.llld Insurance 

• ('~.lllttc.l~t l.il'c 
• hl ~,l.llall cc ('dll+ld~l 

O [n:'.,tll~.illCC Spots of  Inlcicst  
• hlstJrancc News  Nctwt>rk +INN) 

O INN [.il+c lnsurancc and Pcnsi~m Glossary  
• Insurance on Ihc Internct I Drake Univet'sit,, ) 
• Nc,,,,sl'agc',, ]tl~.ttl-a'llcc I:'~t~C 



• N~),'ma Nielson's ltome Page ( 1995 96 president ¢~1" ARIA ) 
Glossary of Insurance and Financial Planning Terms 

• Risk and Insurance Management Sociely 
• Sotl~hern l~il'e's [Iomc Page 

O Sottlh African Acluarial Silo ttomc Page 
O R & D Acluarial lnterncl Resource l~isl - An l:~xlrcmeiy Nice l.isl ! 

• "l'hc Risk Theory Society 
• RISKWcb 

Did you know "thai an anagram for Ihe SoA is "A Sacrifice Set Io You" ';' 
An cxcrcisc for the reader : lnlcrprc! the significance of Ihis anagr:.lm hi lighl of lhc SoA examinalion 

syslem. 

This pa~c wa,, compiled by I)a;' id P.M. S¢ol]nik Iol the :~O~h Actuarial Resca[ch (' lmlcrencc :it Penn State 




