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Abstract 

Mortali ty rates for a local communi ty  are desired in conjunct ion 
with the  cedculation of heal th-adjusted life expectancy" (I-L4.LE), an  in 
dicator of populat ion health. Current approaches for calculat ing the  
morta l i ty  rates include ~ming raw community' mortality data,  s ta te  cen- 
sus data ,  or national  censu~ data. The  raw communi ty  da ta  may  con- 
cain considerable ~ariation due to the  small sample, while communi ty-  
level es t imates  m ~  not be well-approximated using the  s ta te  or na- 
tional mor ta l i ty  expe.rience. A Bayesian method combines the  local 
da ta  with regional da ta  to create a smooth  set of rates and retain the  
local flax,or. Quest ions to be explored axe the  extension of the  local 
oammurt i ty  mortaliW table beyond the last age, as a~ell aq to create a 
feasible approach to update mortality rates over time. 
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