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Abstract 

Despite increasing numbers of people reaching old age, little is known about the social, 
behavioral and health-related factors that play an important role in determining survivorship into 
oldest-old age (85 and older) among those who have survived to old age (65 and older). In this 
paper, we address the question of how socioeconomic and demographic characteristics, health 
status and health behaviors are associated with oldest-old mortality and survivorship among 
people who have survived to old age. We use data from the 1990-91 National Health Interview 
Survey’s Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Supplement and the mortality follow-up 
through 2002. Our results indicate that activity limitation and exercise status, in combination 
with education, play an important role in survival into old age (between 65 and 85) but have a 
smaller effect on survival among the oldest-old population (85 and older).  
 


