
January 2008, Issue No. 66

Chairperson's Corner

“Rename the PSN” Contest
Rules

Report  from the 2007
Retirement 20/20
Conference: Aligning Roles
with Skills

SOA Releases New Long-
term Health Care Cost
Trends Resource Model

Information Sources for DB
Plans Outside the United
States

PPA...Ready or Not

A Pension Section News
Book Review: Annuity
Markets and Pension Reform

Some Interesting Information
about Phased Retirement

In Defense of Assumptions
and Methods

Return to Email  Version

Pension Section
Council

20 / 20 Web site

Contact the Editor

Calendar of Events

INFORMATION SOURCES FOR DB PLANS OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES 
John A. Turner, Ph.D

The Internet is a valuable information resource. However, so much
information is available that pension practitioners and researchers generally
cannot make full  use of it. Search engines help, but they do not always find
the relevant information. This article was commissioned by the Pension
Section Research Team to provide practitioners and researchers with a
listing of Web sites containing information about DB plans outside the
United States. It also lists some non-Internet information sources.
The research team’s primary motivation for the article was its belief that
readily available comparative information on the pension environment,
including current design and funding issues, in other countries would
benefit  practitioners and researchers dealing with similar issues. In
particular, a collection of available relevant resources on the Internet (as
well as other sources) would allow an expeditious review of those materials
to highlight the most salient and applicable information. 

To limit the scope and provide focus, the following criteria were used as to
Web sites that are excluded from the list. Web sites are excluded that: 

1.    are for individual plans 
2.    are the Web sites of individual researchers 
3.    are not in English 
4.    require a fee for use 
5.    focus on defined contribution (DC) or social security
       plans

Most of the Web sites selected focus on pensions.  A few sites do not focus
primarily on non-U.S. DB plans, however the sites are included because
they provide some relevant information. Even within these limitations, the
listing below is not exhaustive. Those responsible for relevant Web sites not
listed here are invited to contact the author at the e-mail address below to
be included in future updates of this listing. The non-Internet information
sources generally require a fee. It would be also helpful to receive
comments on those sites that may prove the most useful for a particular
situation or issue. 

For convenience, we have assembled the suggested resources into a
handy, one-page exhibit for future reference. The Web sites are organized
into those for particular countries and those that cover multiple countries.  

Please click here to download the list of resources. 

John A. Turner, Ph.D, is a pension policy consultant based in Washington,
DC. One of his areas of focus is lessons for U.S. policy from the experience
of other countries. He can be reached at jaturner49@aol.com
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Countdown to
Share Comments
on CPD
Requirement
Begins!

Hurry! Don't  miss your chance
to share your comments with
the SOA Board on the CPD
Requirement Exposure Draft. 
The comment period,
launched in November 2007,
will close on February 22,
2008.   
Click here for more
information. 

Save the Date:
June 4-6, 2008 

The Joint CCA/SOA Employee
Benefits Spring Meeting will
take place in Tampa, FL. Stay
tuned to www.soa.org,
Meetings & Events for more
information. 
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