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music - as shown in the compositions 
of Charles Ives. 

Although Ives, who lived from 1374 
to 1954, was a very important American 
composer, his genius is just now being 
recognized. This relative obscurity was 
partially due to the fact thait his music 
was far ahead of its time, but is perhaps 
even more attributable to the fact that 
he was an extremely successful agency 
managei with a large company, and 
musical composition was just his hobby. 

But I am interested in Ives because of 
the extent to which his career as an 
agency manager affected and was rc- 
Rectetl in his music. For example, his 
composition Eor Memorisal Day, which 
culminates with two bands simultan- 
eously playing different marches in dif- 
ferent tempos, is clearly inltended to rep- 
resent the dLlogue between the agent 
and the actuary. 

His entire Fourth Symphony, which 
most people consider to be entirely Jis- 

-- onant, is really a tone poem which 

a musically portrays a large insurance 
company. Ives’ notes, scribbled in the 
margin of his score, bear testimony to 
this fact. For example, a note reveals 
that the remarkable passage in the last 
movement, where ten .themes combine to 
form one mass of musical confusion, is 
intended to represent a typical commit- 
tee meeting. 

Even Ives’ most famous composition, 
“The Unanswered Question”, grew out 
of his insurance career. The title does 
not refer to the riddle of existence, as 
most people believe. It was, rather, in- 
spired by his continual request that t-he 
actuaries explain why his company’s 
rates were not more competitive. 

I am currently undertaking a study of 
the actuarial symbolism to be found in 
pop art in general and in the paintings 
of Andy Warhol in particular. I will 
share my Iindings in the near future, 
but in the meantime I think it would 

e most interesting if an actuary with 

6 
me expertise in the ballet were to re- 

port on Balanchine’s extraordinary use 
of the 1958 CSO Table in his recent 
choreography. 

Robin G. Holloway 

Sir : 

I was very interested in Mr. Lew’s ar- 
ticle on “The Actuary ~1 Fiction” and 
would like to add two more examples 
to the growing collection. 

The first is from your compatriot, one 
Pogo, a poet who has asserted that the 
only thing that rhymes with February 
is Actuary. The second is ano,ther poet, 
real this time, and a countryman of 
mine, John Betjcman. In a poem entitled 
“North Coast Recollections,” about pre. 
war middle-class holidiys at the seaside, 
he refers to: 

“Two children of a chartered 
actuary 

(Benworthy, Trouncer, 
Heppelwhite and Co.), 

Harold and Bonzo Trouncer 
are engaged 

In semi-finals for the 
tournament.” 

I have never heard of a chartered 
actuary, let alone the firm referred to 
and can only suggest that he was think- 
ing of a chartered accountant but 
needed an extra syllable to make the 
scansion right. 

Richard J. Squires 

Canadian Mortality 
(Conlinued from page 1) 

males and females. 

The male mortality ratios by amounts 
for the palicy year 1965-1966 were 
108.9% for the first 5 policy year dura- 
tions, 94.2% for policy year durations 
6 and subsequent and 97.2% in total. 
The female mortality ratios were 87.6%, 
52.5% and 62.7%, respectively. Corres- 
ponding ratios for the combined data 
(males and females) were 106.6%, 
92.5% and 94.7%, respectively. The re- 
sults during the select period by amounts 
were somewhat higher than by policies, 
indicating the effect of larger-than-aver- 
age-sized death claims during the policy 
year under review. 

Group life Insurance 

Thirteen companies, currently insur- 
ing slightly under two-thirds of the total 
group life business in Canada, have con- 
tributed data to the study which now in- 
cludes the experience of the calendar 
years 1963 to 1966 inclusive. The ex- 
perience was compiled for the three 

PROBLEMS OF A PROPHET 
by R. Graham Deas 

(Vith apologies IO Longjellow) 

Tell me not the mournfui numbers 
Life predictions which I dream, 
When I waken from my slumbers 
Seldom work out as I scheme. 

My anticipated profits 
Always seem to turn to loss. 
When results are millions off, it’s 
Kind of hard to face the boss. 

If by chance the implication 
Was a loss of magnitude, 
He’ll demand an explanation 
How substantial gains accrued. 

Tell me not the sad statistics 
All that I can do is pray 
Errors of my fellow mystics 
Cancel out the other way. 

common disability provisions separ- 
ately: (a) Waiver of Premium Disa- 
bililty Clause; (b) Extended Death Bene- 
fit Clause; and (c) Total and Perman- 
ent Disability Clause. 

The tabular claims were based on the 
1960 Basic Group Table. The ratios of 
actual to tabular for rated and non- 
rated industries combined by number of 
lives for all policies were 88.8% for 
Waiver of Premium, 94.2% for Ex- 
tended Death Benefit and 99.2% for To- 
tal and Permanent Disability for the 
combined years 1963-1966. Ratios from 
the Society of Actuaries 1960-1964 stud) 
were 91.9%, 90.9% and 1030/o, re- 
spectively. 

Several subdivisions of data were 
continued in the Canadian study which 
were not available in the Society’s re- 
sults. The experience was studied by 
both lives and amounts, a split of the 
material was made by sex, policies were 
split into under 2S lives and 25 lives 
and over, and a final subdivision was 
made by territory and industry. 

l%e amount study for the 1963-1966 
period did not indicate any substantial 
adverse selection. Results by sex indi- 
cated the usual low mortality for female 
lives as expected. By size, the results for 
the small policies showed rather higher 
mortality although there was little differ- 
ence between the results by lives and 
amounts. cl 


