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EDITOR'S COMMENTS 

With this issue, ARCH is becoming a twice yearly publication. 

The Society of Actuaries office in Chicago has kindly agreed to 
handle publications and subscriptions. In this way, we hope to 

.produce an issue in June and December of each year and keep the 
subscription price at $I0 annually. 

ARCH will continue to provide a forum for the speedy dissemination 

of current actuarial thinking, rather than for the publication of 

thoroughly edited papers. We plan to include articles of practical 

and statistical significance as well as those of a conceptual or 
mathematical nature. Thus, the present issue includes a brief 
survey of the valuation assumptions used for 181 small pension 

plans in the post-ERISA period from June, 1976 to May, 1977. 

Future inquiries regarding subscriptions should go to ARCH, Society 

of Actuaries at 208 South La Salle Street in Chicago, Illinois, 
60604, U.S.A. Any other inquiries and all contributions for 
publication should go to one of the co-editors. 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL ACTUARIAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE 

on New Methods and Applications of Life Contingency Mathematics 

at Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana 
on August 31 - Septeleber 2, 1978 

Please send inquiries and submit Conference papers to Mr. Richard W. 

Ziock, Chairman of the Committee on Research, Society of Actuaries, 
Department of Statistics, Maclean Hall, University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52242, U.S.A. 




